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ABSTRACT

China’s Social Change and Structural Transition in 70 Years
Li Youmei & Li Lulu & Zhang Jing & Cai He & Zhai Xuewei & Feng Meng & Liang Bo &
Zhang Huxiang & Jia Wenjuan

Abstract: 2019 is the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China and the
40th anniversary of the reconstruction of “Chinese Sociology”.70 years of social change reflects the
development of the country’s system. 70 years of structural transformation is related to the people’s
feelings of life. “Structure” is the main way for sociology to observe social changes. The transformation,
differentiation and reorganization of social structure shape the basic order of Chinese society. On this
occasion of commemoration, the Editorial Department of Exploration and Free Views and the Shanghai
Research Institute jointly organized a round table on “China’s Social Change and Structural Transition in
70 years”. It hope is to start a deep reflection on the changes of 70 years from the perspective of system
and life, so as to promote the reform and development of China at present and even in the future.

Professor Li Youmei pays attention to how Chinese society can maintain its overall orderly operation
in the course of drastic changes. Professor Li Lulu reveals the three paradigm shifts and the process of
discourse transformation in the study of Chinese social structure. Professor Zhang Jing analyzes two
important changes of Chinese organizational structure, emphasizing the reconstruction of organizational
association. Professor Cai He, taking the employment of government institutions as an example, reveals
that there is a new “dual” labor market structure in China, which is different from the previous urban-
rural dualistic labor market structure. Professor Zhai Xuewei analyzes the essential differences in trust
structure between Chinese traditional society and modern society. Professor Feng Meng analyzes the
motive force of social governance transformation in China and the three paths of directive governance,
limited authorization and overall governance. Professor Liang Bo analyzes three kinds of risk change
structure and people’s livelihood construction types in Chinese society. Assistant researcher Zhang
Huxiang emphases that in the “post” era of life, we should build collective spirit with social force.
Lecturer Jia Wenjuan believes that change is the modern connotation of social participation.

The Primary of Group Studies

Exploring the First Version of Chinese Sociological Discourse System
Jing Tiankui

Abstract: Sociology is not just an “exotic product”. Chinese sociology has its own indigenous origin.
Xunzi's group theory are the source of Chinese sociology, and the classic of group studies is the first version
of the discourse system of Chinese sociology. It takes He Qun, Neng Qun, Shan Qun and Yue Qun as its
main line, and develops the basic pattern of group theory proposition system in four levels: self-cultivation
(He Qun), regulate one’s family (Neng Qun), governing the country (Shan Qun), and peace of the world
(Yue Qun). Among them, the original structure of the propositional system is a nested structure linked by
rings, and the evolution logic of the propositional system is integration-through logic. Based on such deep
and long historical resources, Chinese sociology can establish a discourse system and discipline system with
Chinese characteristics.
Keywords: primary of group study; Xunzi’s group theory propositional system; discourse system;
sociology

Four Illusions of Technological Governance
—Reflections on Information Technology in Urban Governance
Han Zhiming

Abstract: The development and application of information technology has greatly promoted the
development of urban governance. It has become an important part of urban governance development.
Information technology is now fully embedded in urban governance, which leads to tangible and positive
results while also produces many plausible illusions, including the illusion of technological omnipotence,
the illusion of technological substitution, the illusion of technological empowerment, as well as the win-
win illusion of technology. The emergence of these illusions is not only the expression and extension of
technical logic, but also the result of the interactive construction of multiple social factors. To improve
and optimize urban governance with information technology, it aims to raise greater awareness of the
evolutionary logic and the illusions of technological governance, to carefully analyze and understand
the governance effects of information technology applications, to rationally define the functions
and boundaries of information technology, and to actively eliminate the arbitrary thinking and over-
domination of information governance system.

Keywords: information technology; technological governance; governance technology; urban
governance; illusion
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